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11 Reasons for Atheism

Scientific explanation for the origin of the universe

Scientific explanation for the origin of humankind

No libertarian free will

Mutually contradictory religious experiences

Revelation is very parochial

The Problem of Euvil

Ethics independent of moral law giver

No persuasive argument for existence of God in over 4,000 years
Historical human evolution of sacred texts

Religious beliefs cause tribalism, bigotry, wars, anti-rationalism
Religious beliefs are socially conditioned
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Prisoners in the German concentration camp Auschwitz in Poland, during liberation by the Soviet Red Army, January 1945
Source: Auschwitz Memorial and Museum Attribution: Unknown, assumed to be the work of the Red Army [Public domain]
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“Those who still believed In
God after the holocaust had
simply not been paying
attention.”

Primo Levi
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One of over 800 children fallen ilFwith-measles in a major epidemic in Guinea.
Attribution: Julien Harneis [CC BY-SA 2.0 (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0)]

Laure Souley holds her three-
year-old daughter and an infant
son at a MSF aide centre during
the 2005 famine, Maradi Niger
Attribution: J. Bavier, Voice of
America [Public domain]

Kwashiorkor cases in Nigerian relief camp during the Nigerian—Biafran war.
Attribution: Dr. Lyle Conrad [Public domain]
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A village near the coast of Sumatra lays in ruin after the Tsunami that struck South East Asia.
Attribution: U.S. Navy photo by Photographer's Mate 2nd Class Philip A. McDaniel [Public domain]
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/
Definition of God of Philosophers

omnipotence =4 ability do anything that it is logically
possible to do

omniscience =4 knowing the truth of every true
proposition

omnibenevolence =g desiring to minimize the amount of
pain and suffering in the world
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Argument from Evil

Premise 1. If an omnipotent, omniscient, and
omnibenevolent god exists, then evil does

not.
Premise 2: There is evil in the world.

Conclusion: Therefore, an omnipotent, omniscient, and
omnibenevolent God does not exist.

Argument is logically valid by modus tollens: If P 2 Q; ~Q; ~P
Premise 2 is generally accepted.
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Support for Premise 1

If it were possible for a particular instance of pain or
suffering to exist, God would be wise enough to
know of this possiblility, powerful enough to prevent
Its instantiation and benevolent enough to desire and
want to act towards its prevention. Therefore, if God
exists, it is not possible for pain and suffering to
exist.
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What Is a Theodicy?

A theodicy Is a reasoned argument
demonstrating compatibility of God’s

existence with evil, pain and suffering
In the world

[Leibniz 1710]
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Most Common Theodicies

Free Will is greater good that outweighs evil
Character building Is greater good that outweighs evil

Greater harm of bodily damage is prevented by pain

-l

Pain is an illusion created by isolation from God

5. Defence: Finite human cognition cannot understand
God’s reason (Skeptical Theism)
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Adequate theodicy must explain:

Types of evil: ‘moral evils’ (human agents) and ‘natural
evils’ (natural events)

Amount of evil: Could God’s purpose be achieved with a
lesser amount?

Distribution of evil: geographical, economic/social position,
temporal
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Adequate theodicy must explain:

Types:

Does the theodicy account for ‘moral evils’; the evils perpetrated
by human agents, such as torture and theft? Does it account for
‘natural evils’, the pain and suffering humans and other creatures
endure from natural events, such as epidemics, floods, fires and
earthquakes?

Amount:

Distribution:

Does the theodicy demonstrate why the world contains the
amount of pain and suffering that it does? Could God’s purpose or
reason for allowing pain and suffering be achieved with a lesser
amount?

Does the theodicy explain the distribution of pain and suffering
throughout the world; why some people experience more pain
and suffering than others in virtue of their economic or social
position, geographical location or time in history?

ﬁ_ Rational Realm
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Theodicy 3: Pain Prevents Bodily Damage

Pain is a God-given warning device that alerts us to
pody damaging situations, such as fire, abrasion,
piercing, and so on. As such, it is designed to
prevent even greater harm.
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Theodicy 4: Pain Is an lllusion

Evil, pain and suffering have no real existence. They
are but the lack of unity with God, just as darkness
has no separate existence but is the lack of light.
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Theodicy 1: Free Will Is a Greater Good

Freely chosen acts by moral agents is a supreme
good that outweighs evil acts and the pain and
suffering caused by bad people. It was impossible
for God to have given us freedom and for us to not

cause bad consequences sometimes.
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Deterministic

Attribution: Images sourced from Microsoft Office Online
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Attribution: Images sourced from Microsoft Office Online
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Growing Up

Attribution: Images sourced from Microsoft Office Online
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Free will incompatible with omniscience

Attribution: Image by
LillyCantabile from Pixabay

Free =

ssible
Choice

God is mistaken

Attribution: Image by OpenClipart-
Vectors from Pixabay

Attribution: Image by DocLawson from Pixabay

Monday Friday
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Prisoners in the German concentration camp Auschwitz in Poland, during liberation by the Soviet Red Army, January 1945
Source: Auschwitz Memorial and Museum Attribution: Unknown, assumed to be the work of the Red Army [Public domain]
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HEY, PON'T LOOK AT

ME - I was ASAINST
FREE WILL!
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Adequate theodicy must explain:

Types of evil: ‘moral evils’ (human agents) and ‘natural
evils’ (natural events)

Amount of evil: Could God’s purpose be achieved with a
lesser amount?

Distribution of evil: geographical, economic/social position,
temporal
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Theodicy 2: Character building is greater good

‘he existence of pain and suffering is necessary for
the development of good moral characters and for
the committing of virtuous acts. For example, there
would be no bravery without war, no self-sacrifice
without disease, no compassion without cruelty.
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Attribution: Julien Harneis [CC BY-SA 1.0 (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/1.0)]

Attribution: Image by DocLawson from Pixabay

Attribution: Adnanmuf at English
Wikipedia [CC BY-SA 3.0
(https://creativecommons.org/lic
enses/by-sa/3.0)]

Attribution: Photo by Austin Distel on Unsplash
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Leopard eating a gazelle on the top of a tree during a safari in Kenya, Africa.
Attribution: Photo by Austin Distel on Unsplash
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Amputation by Thomas Rowlandson
Attribution: See page for author [CC BY 4.0 (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0)]
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Attribution: Image by Gerd Altmann from Pixabay
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"So act that you treat
humanity, whether in
your own person or in
the person of any other,
always at the same time
as an end, never merely
as a means."

Groundwork of the
Metaphysics of Morals

Immanuel Kant, Prussian philosopher
Attribution: Unidentified painter [Public domain]
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Adequate theodicy must explain:

Types of evil: ‘moral evils’ (human agents) and ‘natural
evils’ (natural events)

Amount of evil: Could God’s purpose be achieved with a
lesser amount?

Distribution of evil: geographical, economic/social position,
temporal
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Defence: Skeptical Theism
Finite humans cannot understand God’s reason

God has a reason for allowing evil, pain and
suffering. However, with our limited and finite minds,
humans cannot possibly comprehend what that
reason might be.
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Attribution: Photo by Kirill Balobanov on Unsplash
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An omnipotent, omniscient
and omnimalevolent being
exists

Attribution: Image by Gordon Johnson from Pixabay
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Radical moral skepticsm

Known moral properties

suffering - 5
killing - 5
Judgment -10

Unknown moral properties

property X + 5
property y +10

Judgment +15

a Rational Realm
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Massacre of Praga
Attribution: uknown, 19 Century woodcut after Juliusz Kossak,
National Library of Poland [Public domain]
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3. Free Will is greater good that outweighs evil

human beings do not possess libertarian (contra-causal) free will

libertarian free will logically incompatible with God’s omniscience

God could have thwarted harmful consequences of free acts

God could have created world where humans always freely chose rightly

good of libertarian freely will outweighed by badness of immense sufferings

o g kM w NP

good of free will of innocents sacrificed to free will of perpetrators

4. Character building is greater good that outweighs euvil
uneven geographical distribution of opportunity for character building
uneven temporal distribution of opportunity for character building

some character building events lead to worse second-order evils

value of virtue is outweighed by badness of immense sufferings

reverses reasons why virtuous acts are good — puts cart before the horse
presupposes on global scale that a person is means to another’s ends

N oo o b~ w0 N PE

makes heinous acts morally obligatory if leads to character building
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1. Greater harm of bodily damage is prevented by pain

God could have made humans impervious to potential dangers

many potentially harmful situations give no warning
God could have extended scope of our reflex responses

WD E

suffering without bodily pain not explained

2. Painis an illusion created by isolation from God
1. existence of suffering in animals and lack in many non-believers not explained
2. God allowing illusion to persist not explained

5. Defence: Finite human cognition cannot understand God'’s reason
God deliberately hiding that he has a reason morally unconscionable

morally excuses almost infinite amount of pain and suffering

equally absolves rival hypothesis there exists perfectly malevolent being

WD E

allowing unknown moral properties leads to radical moral skepticsm
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“If It turns out that there Is a
God...the worst that you can
say about him is that basically
he’s an underachiever.”

Woody Allen
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Exercise 1: UN General Assembly

Imagine God appears at the next meeting of the
United Nations General Assembly and grants all
nations three wishes. What would you want them to
wish for?

e \Wants can be as general or as specific as you like.
e Get consensus and write your answers down.
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Exercise 1: Answers

Answer 1
Answer 2
Answer 3

Answer 1
Answer 2
Answer 3

Answer 1

Answer 2
Answer 3
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“Why wait to
be asked?”

Attribution: Image by OpenClipart-
Vectors from Pixabay
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Exercise 2: Your three wishes

Imagine God appears to you tomorrow morning and
grants you three wishes. What would you wish for?

e \Wishes can be as general or as specific as you like.
e \Write your answers down.
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Exercise 2: Answers

Answer 1
Answer 2
Answer 3

Answer 1
Answer 2
Answer 3

Answer 1

Answer 2
Answer 3
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How many people did God kill in the Bible?

No estimates: 2,821,364

With estimates: 25 million

[http://dwindlinginunbelief.blogspot.com.au/2010/04/drunk-with-blood-gods-killings-in-bible.html]

God Satan
No estimates: 2,476,633 10
With estimates: 25 million 60

[http://dwindlinginunbelief.blogspot.com.au/2006/08/who-has-killed-more-satan-or-god.html]
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