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John Stuart Mill, On Liberty (1859)
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“Over himself,  over  his  body and 

mind,  the individual  is  sovereign”

Akiva Quinn



“human beings should be 
free to form opinions and 
to express  them openly . . .  
[but]  even opinions lose 
their  immunity when the 
circumstances in which 
they are expressed are 

such that  merely 
expressing them is  a  

posit ive incitement to 
some harmful  act”

John Stuart Mill, On Liberty (1859)
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Capitol riots, 6 January 2021, Trump impeached for "incitement of insurrection" 



“someone can just ly  be 
punished for announcing 

i t  [ "corn -dealer s  are  
starver s  o f  the  poor " ]  

oral ly  or  passing i t  out 
on a placard to an 

excited mob that  has 
gathered in front of  a  
corn-dealer ’s  house”

John Stuart Mill, On Liberty (1859)
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While criticism ought to be allowed to pass freely in the world of print …
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“the sole end for 
which mankind are 

warranted,  
individual ly  or  
col lectively  in 

inter fer ing with the 
l iber ty of  act ion of  

any of  their  number,  
i s  se l f -protect ion”

John Stuart Mill, On Liberty (1859)
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LIMITS ON FREE EXPRESSION?

• Madonna criticized Instagram for censoring images which 
showed her exposed nipple and decried four decades she has
endured of censorship, sexism, ageism and misogyny.

• YouTube blocks anti-vaccine misinformation online along 
with its ban on false information about COVID vaccines.

• Authors of children’s books in Hong Kong about sheep 
defending their villages from the threats posed by wolves 
charged with sedition for inciting hatred of the government.

• Clementine Ford apologised for compounding harm after 
tweeting “coronavirus isn’t killing men fast enough” (2020) –
seeking to make a point about pandemic impacts on women. 
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UNFREE EXPRESSION: CRIMINALISED

North Koreans punished for

watching Squid Games with

students given five years of hard

labour, a life sentence for the

purchaser, while the smuggler

has been sentenced to death. 

Nov 2021, Radio Free Asia
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We gain self-
consciousness only 

through a process of 
mutual recognition 

G.W.F. Hegel
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Joe Rogan, a critic of “cancel culture”, accused of promoting transphobia

CPAC ‘22 

seeks to 

“cancel” 

Sesame 

Street for 

vaccine 

promotion



FREE SPEECH AND 
DISCRIMINATION

18C: unlawful to act, otherwise than in private, 
if the act is reasonably likely to offend, insult, 
humiliate or intimidate another person or 
group of people based on the other person or 
group’s race, colour or national or ethnic origin 

18D: section 18C does not render unlawful 
anything said or done reasonably and in good 
faith … for any genuine academic, artistic or 
scientific purpose or any other genuine purpose 
in the public interest (Racial Discrimination Act)
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Governments are just i f ied 
in prohibit ing by law 
profoundly of fensive 

behavior which cannot be 
avoided and is  widely 

considered as violat ing 
deep moral  sensibi l i t ies .

Joel Feinberg
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FREE SPEECH
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I s  f r e e  s p e e c h  t h e

p r i o r i t y  r i g h t  t o  p r o t e c t  

i n  a l l  c a s e s  o r  d o e s  

s o c i e t y  n e e d  t o  b a l a n c e  

a  r a n g e  o f  i m p o r t a n t  

h u m a n  r i g h t s  i n c l u d i n g  

f r e e  s p e e c h ?

stophateuk.org/about-hate-crime/what-is-online-hate-crime/online-hate-and-free-speech/

https://www.stophateuk.org/about-hate-crime/what-is-online-hate-crime/online-hate-and-free-speech/

