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8 Reasons Why Free Will is 
Compatible with Determinism 

1. Etymology of “free will” as constrained will 
2. Lexicography of “free will” 
3. Paradigm cases: arranged marriage, stealing wallet, etc 
4. "Free" modifiers: “free range”, “free hand”, etc 
5. Natural deterministic entities CHDO: hurricanes, falling branch, etc 
6. Free will is not illusory 
7. ‘4C theory’ of Free Will 
8. CHDO: Character-based analysis 
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1. Libertarian 



2. Deterministic 
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2. Deterministic 

1. Libertarian 
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Free Will — Determinism Matrix 
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Kanizsa Triangle Illusion 

          Rational Realm                                                         www.RationalRealm.com 9 

Attribution: Fibonacci [CC BY-SA 3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/)] 



Café Wall Illusion 
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Mary, do you come 
to this union of 
your free will? 
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Human brain: 
80 billion neurons 

100 trillion 
connections 
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Human eyes blink 
spontaneously every 
two to ten seconds 
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Ticker tape hides 
deterministic 
‘free market’ 
share trades 
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‘Free will’ as 
free of external 

coercion and 
control 



Free Will 4C Theory 
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Free will 
and moral 

responsibility 



References 
Allan, Leslie 2016a. Free Will and Compatibilism, URL = 

<https://www.RationalRealm.com/philosophy/metaphysics/freewill-compatibilism.html>. 

Allan, Leslie 2016b. Psychological Research on Free Will Intuitions: A Critical Review, URL = 
<https://www.RationalRealm.com/philosophy/metaphysics/psychological-research-free-will-
intuitions.html>. 

Allan, Leslie 2018. Can We Be Free-Willing Robots?, URL = 
<https://www.rationalrealm.com/philosophy/metaphysics/free-willing-robots.html>. 

Campbell, Charles 1967. In Defence of Free Will, In Defence of Free Will, London: Allen and Unwin. 

Coyne, Jerry 2019. More Squabbling About Free Will in Quillette: William Edwards Now Finds Libertarian 
Free Will in the “Singularities” of Physics, URL 
=<https://whyevolutionistrue.wordpress.com/2019/09/04/more-squabbling-about-free-will-in-quillette-
william-edwards-now-finds-libertarian-free-will-in-singularities/>. 

O’Connor, Timothy 1995. Agent Causation, in Agents, Causes, and Events: Essays on Indeterminism and Free 
Will, ed. T. O’Connor, New York: Oxford University Press: 173–200. 

Slattery, 'Trick 2013. Free Will Illusion – Why It’s Called an Illusion, URL = 
<https://breakingthefreewillillusion.com/free-will-illusion-1/>. 

          Rational Realm                                                         www.RationalRealm.com 19 


